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(The History of Our Sister City Friendship)
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The exchanging of letters between 2 students mark the beginning
of this friendship.
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In the 1960s, President Eisenhower of the United States promoted
the People to People Program which encouraged international
friendship and exchange between everyday citizens of different
countries.
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Knowing that 2 high school girls living in Mount Pleasant and
Okaya were pen-pals at the time, the People to People committee
arranged for the 2 cities to become sister cities.
On June 14t in 1965, Emil Fister, the official
emissary of Mount Pleasant, and Hiromasa
Hayashi, the mayor of Okaya signed a sister city
declaration uniting our 2 cities in friendship.
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