HoEnEI (Sunrise Ceremony)
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Members of The Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe, a sovereign tribal
nation from the Mount Pleasant areq, that visited Okaya in 2002
held “Sunrise Ceremonies” on the shore of Lake Suwa-- the first of
its kind fo be held in Japan.

At each ceremony a fire was lit using herbs and tools sacred to the
tribe. Morning prayer was then conducted around the fire.
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In 2007, Joe Soumick, a member of the tribe, organized a Sunrise
Ceremony held on the shore of Lake Suwa.
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It was the first time such ceremonies were held in Japan.
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