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(Mount Pleasant Friendship Zone)
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As a symbol of the contfinued development and eternal friendship
between Mount Pleasant and Okaya, we planted Sugar Maple
trees gifted to us by the citizens of Mount Pleasant in a spot by the
lake and named the area the “Mount Pleasant Friendship Zone.”
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Located within this friendship zone is the site where the Saginaw
Chippewa Indian Tribe, a sovereign tribal nation from the Mount
Pleasant area, held traditional “Sunrise Ceremony” in 2002 and
“Water Ceremony” in 2015. These ceremonies were the first to be
held in Japan.
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A sculpture representing the strong bond of friendship between
our cities and future growth of that friendship was gifted to Okaya
by the City of Mount Pleasant and installed in the friendship zone.
During the 2015 delegation's visit, we held an unveiling ceremony
for the sculpture. Ceremony participants from both cities united in
admiration over the installed piece.
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