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~Words of Welcome from Okaya's Elementary
School Children~
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~Welcome to Japan and thank you for visiting from so farl
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~Welcome to Okayal

| have done a home stay in America before. | learned about American culture
and realized how fun communicating in English can be.

Please enjoy experiencing a different culture in Okaya and communicating in
Japanese.

| hope Mount Pleasant and Okaya continue being sister cities.
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~Welcome to Okayal We have been looking forward to your visit. Thank you
coming from so far.

In Okaya, there are a lot of fantastic things: delicious eel, tasty water, beautiful
nature, and the biggest Iake in Nagano, Lake Suwa, from where you can get a
beautiful view of the Yatsugatake mountain range.

From our school, we have a beautiful view of the lake and mountains. And we
can sometimes see Japanese serows and squirrels.

If you have chance, please come visit our schoal.
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~Welcome to Okayal

In our school, we have a forest called “Totoro's Forest.” It is a place where all of us
can play, and if's everyone's favorite place.

Okaya is a wonderful place surrounded by nature.

Don' miss visiting some of the beautiful places in Okaya.
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~Thank you for coming from so far.

When you think of Okaya, Lake Suwa comes to mind. It is a huge lake.

We have heard that there are huge lakes near Mount Pleasant, the Great Lakes.

In Lake Suwa, there are smelts and crucian carps. In summer a big fireworks
display is held and it's really stunning.

Also there is a picture book museum for kids, called “ILF Dogakan”, where Takeo
Takei's works are on display. | borrowed one of his books from the library and read it
at home. You should definitely visit the museum.
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~Thank you for your coming from so far.

| have heard that it takes 12 hours by plane from Mount Pleasant to Okaya.

Our school is located near Lake Suwa, a huge lake!

We are in the 3rd grade at elementary school, and we have been learming
about Okaya in our Social Studies class.

In the class, we explored the area around our school and infroduced our favorite
places to one other. We visited each other's favorite spots and we also visited
Kamaguchi Suimon. In Lake Suwa and the rivers there are fish swimming around.

There are some parks in Okaya, too. In some of the parks azaleas bloom
beautifully in different colors in spring, and in other parks, the leaves of trees turn a
vivid red in autumn.

Also, you can eat eel in Okaya . Okaya is a really beautiful city.

| hope you will also explore Okaya, tool.

L | ke Okaya so much, but | also want to visit Mount Pleasant when | grow up. )
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~Welcome to Okayal

| have heard that children in Mount Pleasant learn about Sadako Sasaki and are
studying about world peace.

| think that nothing is more powerful than peace.

And | think that “power” shouldn't cause people pain, but instead make us feel
joy and happiness.

I hope you will experience what peace is here in Japan
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~Welcome to Japan!
There are alot of kind people in Okaya.
We hope you will make many wonderful memories here!

FORINER (Uenohara elementary school)
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~Welcome to Japan! Please enjoy your stay in Japan!



